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ABSTRACT
In the midst of uncertainties, education plays a cruci
ial and decisive role, Th
. The transformation

prought about by the 2020 National Education Policy has been strategi ;

core of this reform, positioned not only to overhaul the educati e T W
underperforming economic and social 'on ystem but als to trengther

p measures. However, there is a need fo h

refinement to fully tap into the potential of the 2020 National Education Polic T;'furtl 'er
embodies the goal of improving higher education by establishing universitiesygzithlsdfvoe;z
disciplines and autonomous colleges. In this context, our current discussion critically examines
this policy, suggesting adjustments that ensure a smooth progression from its predecessor
while enhancing its importance. This article conducts a thorough analysis of the requirements
outlined in the 2020 National Education Policy and how it s put into practice at the university
level. It advocates for a seamless integration of the new policy with the old one, promoting a
continuous path of advancement. Additionally, this paper delves into the complexities of
managing and implementing the National Education Policy at both the national and higher
education levels. By examining the intricacies and tackling potential challenges, the study
presents recommendations aimed at improving the effectiveness of the design and

implementation of the National Education Policy.

KEYWORDS : EDUCATION, NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020, HIGHER EDUCATION
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INTRODUCTION

1;1 recent years, as India slipped behind in the
! Was anticipated that both the government an
actions to address this issue and make improve

advanci :
dvancing the country's development, the [ndian government
. To formulate t

I}hoeveducation policy after a gap of 34 years e
Ka erment established a committee in 2017 under e
Edsmn.ranga“' This committee, known as the Kasturirangan cgrrl:tra
apUCatlon Policy 2019. Subsequently, in July 2'020, Fh.etereShri ;
t ierVEd the National Education Policy 2020. Primeé l\'gﬂ; = Dee
v 2PPToval via a tweet, and the Minister of Human R€ et

c Placi Pokhriyal Nishank," conveyed the information
. ' he Ministry of Human

er

cen ence. It was also announced that the " = iis m

oy Tenamed as the "Ministry of Education.” No*? }f’,Humaﬂ Resou
Med from "Ministry of Education” t0 “Ministry ©

global r
d the education syste
ments. With the overarching
made the decision to revise

his new policy, the Central

e leadership of Dr. KK
ttee, crafted the National
] Government of India
arendra Modi shared
at the time,

lopment
a press

plic through
evelopment had

inistry had previously bf(?n
rce pevelopment in
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1985, only to return to its original name in 2020 following the  of the ey,

education policy:

ndia can be traced back to 1968, when the first
he leadership of former Prime Minister Mrs. Indjr,
uring the tenure of Prime Minister Rajiy

is of education policies in I

The genes
education policy was introduced under t

i i in 1986 d
Gandhi. The second policy emerged in .
Gandhi, with later amendments by the Narasimha Rao government In 1992. The Nationg]

Education Policy 2020 marks the third such policy in independent India. Therefore, a polj &
that had remained in place for 34 years is now being revamped due to evolving
circumstances. This was the driving force behind the drafti
2019 by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, wh

ng of the new education policy in
ich also sought publicinput.

Change is an eternal and unchanging aspect of the universe, with variations occurring from

one moment to the next. No society remains immune to the process of change, as social
change is inherent to society's nature. Indian society is no exception, having undergone
numerous social, economic, political, and other transformations from ancient times to the
present era. These changes can be categorized into two main types: those brought about by
natural forces and those initiated by human actions. While we have no control over natural
changes, humans strive to innovate and alter both their lives and societies through
deliberate changes. In the present context, if a society is to progress in terms of
development, it must start by revising its education policy. The stance a government takes
toward education reveals its priorities and commitment to shaping the nation's future.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The primary objective of researching India's New Education Policy 2020 is to undertake a

thorough and in-depth examination of the goals and obstacles associated with the policy.
This research endeavor seeks to achieve a comprehensive grasp of the policy's intended
aims, the possible ramifications it might have on India's educational framework, and the

difficulties it encounters during its execution.

CHANGE IN PRE-EDUCATION POLICY

The National Education Policy presents a forward-looking and promising approaCh,
recognizing the critical significance of the initial 1000 days in a child's development. It
underscores the necessity for an appropriate early childhood environment that each child
should ref:eive. The gap between existing learning outcomes and the required outcomes
calls for significant reforms, focusing on delivering the highest quality, fairness, and ethical
standards throughout the educational continuum, starting from e l’ i : and
education up to higher education. Y childhood care

Pre '
beg?:::gi"a:;esl‘:,):s éltructure doesn't encompass children aged 3-6, as formal education
el introdl:ci ass 1. However, the new National Education Policy adopts a 5+3+3+4

) ng a strong foundation of Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

g i
. . l l
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FEATURES AND GOALS OF INDIA'S NEW Epy
india's New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 js
outlines key features and goals aimed at ¢
meet the demands of the 21st century. The

CATION PoLICY 2020

a compr i
I‘ansﬂ)rp f?henswe and ambitious document that
ming the country's education system to

olicy' isi
mes e S e higherp Ed;yc :t%)rov:ixms encompass various stages of
ton. While 1 cannot i i
provide real-time

updates beyond September 2021, I can offer ap overvi ;

of the NEP 2020 based on information available up to tehwatogz::le major key features and goals
Key Features: e

1. 5+3+3+4 Curricular Structure:

i:: ]jli\l:rzsotigclt?:: C:: cl::sz:jl e;:;c;mc“lar structure ?o replace the traditional 10+2 system.
years of foundational stage (ages 3 to 8), 3 years of

preparatory stage (ages 8 to 11), 3 years of middle stage (ages 11 to 14), and 4 years of

secondary stage (ages 14 to 18). This structure aims to provide a more holistic and

integrated approach to education.

2. Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE):

The policy emphasizes the importance of early childhood education and care. It aims to

provide universal access to quality ECCE for children aged 3 to 6. The focus is on play-based

and activity-based learning to ensure that children are well-prepared for formal schooling.

3. Multilingualism and Mother Tongue:

The NEP advocates for a flexible and multilingual approach to education. It emphasizes the

use of the mother tongue or local language as the medium of instruction in early education,

while also promoting the learning of regional, national, and international languages to

enhance linguistic diversity and cultural understanding.
4.Vocational Education Integration:

The policy integrates vocational education
grade 6 onwards will have the option to
subjects. This aims to equip students with prac

5. Technology Integration and Digital Learning: _ _ o
The NEP emf)}l,lasizegsrthe integration of technology in education- It aims to leverage digita

i hance learning experiences,
resources, online content, and e-learning platforms tlc; e:ducational i
promote personalized learning, and provide access to quality

6. Teacher Training and Professional vaelofP;‘;‘l‘]:rs hrough a comprehensive teacher
The policy focuses on improving the qua ity 0

tr ; ogram and emphasizes
inj tegrated B.Ed. PT s
aining program. It introduces 2 four-year integre* P dagogical skl
Contim?o:s profes.sional development to enhance teaching practice p

7. Assessment Reforms:

The NEP advocates for a shift
evaluations, It encourages formativ
thinking, problem-solving, and practi

into the mainstream curriculum. Students from
choose vocational subjects alongside academic
tical skills and enhance their employability.

sessments 10 conmaetency-based

ts that focus on critical

as
assessmen
nrote memorization.

from rote-based
e and continuous
cal skills rather tha
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g. Higher Education Reforms: ' . education. It ai
The L';w"cy proposcs significant reforms M high(;.‘l‘ IC: oy acadcmai‘tl:ms to prom()te
multidisciplinary cducation, flexibility in C“'Tlculu{nl;atsii ' ——— credit transtFS
The Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) is prop replace m“hip]e'

regulatory bodies.

9, Rescarchand I
The NEP emphasizes researc
establish the National Researc
ous disciplines, encouraging ares

movation Promotion:
tion across all levels of education, |t i

h and innova
h Foundation (NRF) to fund and support research initi;m‘,e
s

in vari earch-oriented culture.

GOALS:
1. Universal Access to Quality E

One of the primary goals of the N
early childhood to higher education. It
rates, and bridge educational disparities across socio-economic
2. Holistic Development:

The policy aims to foster
cognitive, emotional, social, an
critical thinking, and life skills aim

3. Skill Development and Employability:
The integration of vocational education and the emphasis on practical skills development

aim to enhance students’ employability and prepare them for the changing job market. The
policy envisions graduates who are not only academically proficient but also skilled and

adaptable.
4. Multilingualism and Cultural Preservation:
The NEP aims to preserve and promote India's rich linguistic and cultural diversity. By

promoting multilingualism and the use of mother tongue in education, the policy seeks to
enhance cultural understanding and strengthen linguistic identities.

5. Research and Innovation Excellence:
The policy aspires to create a vibrant research and innovation ecosystem in

establishing the NRF and promoting research across disciplines, the NEP aims to position
India as a hub for cutting-edge research and technological innovation. .
6. Inclusive and Equitable Education:

The NEP 2020 places special emphasis on providing inclusive education th
needs of marginalized and disadvantaged communities. It aims to eliminate education
disparities and ensure equal access to quality education for all.

7. Flexibility and Choice:

The policy emphasizes flexibility in curriculum design, allowing students to choose subjec®
based on their interests and aspirations. This aims to empower students to pursué diverse
pathways in education and career.

8. Teacher Empowerment:

The NE?’ focuses on elevating the status of teachers by providing them with bettef traini"®
professional development, and support. This goal aims to enhance the quality of teachi"®
and ultimately improve learning outcomes.

ducation:
EP is to ensure universal access to quality education frop,

aims to increase enrollment rates, reduce dropoyt
backgrounds.

holistic development among students by focusing on their
d physical growth. The emphasis on experiential learning,
s to create well-rounded individuals.

India. By

at addresses the

B |
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9, Technology-Enabled Education:

with the integration of tee
Nigetenn 'wc'cwl chnology in education, the policy alms to leverage digital re
] access to quality education, especlally In remote and und iy | e
‘ derserved areas.

CHALLENGES IN IMPLEMENTING THE POLICY

Implementing India's New Educ:

involves addressing numerous ::l(;;IllIg:ngOl'il‘cl:’c(NB]p) 2020 Is a complex undertaking the

of the policy's reforms, as well as the (“V(;l‘ e a'rlsc e ta e e e

et TP FeaIotiE Unilates e lse na}urc of India's education landscape. While |

slisnResthareanlaaaE s beyond September 2021, 1 can outline some of the

g potentially be faced during the impl at

1. Financial Resources: plemiiation ek tipERESS

3:100 (;JfEtrllz fz:;g;gituzllz:}ligl{;;ss is Oscculrlngl; sufficient financial resources for implementing

e ; . Overhauling curriculum, training teachers, upgrading
re, and providing technology-enabled learning require substantial funding.

Allocating these funds and ensuring effective utilization can be a significant hurdle.

2. Infrastructure and Resources:

Implementing the NEP requires creating adequate infrastructure, including classrooms, labs,

libraries, and technology-enabled learning environments. In many regions, particularly rural

and remote areas, the lack of proper infrastructure can hinder effective implementation.

3. Teacher Training and Capacity Building:

Training a vast number of teachers to effectively implement the new teaching

methodologies and pedagogical approaches outlined in the NEP is a substantial challenge.

Providing comprehensive training to teachers across the country requires careful planning,

resources, and time.

4, Bridging Rural-Urban Divide:
India's education system has signi
equitable access to quality education in remo
as the implementation efforts need to be tailore

5. Socio-Economic Disparities:
The NEP's goal of inclusivity extends to addressing socio-economic disparities. However,

poverty, lack of resources, and unequal access to education in marginalized communities
pose challenges in providing quality education to all children, regardless of their

background.
6. Cultural and Linguistic Diversity:
While promoting multilingualism is a key feature of t

complexity to implementation. Adapting curricula an
languages while ensuring standardized ]earning outco

7. Resistance to Changg:

Any major reform faces resis
parents, and communities accustomed
and garnering support for the policy's ¢
8. Evaluation and Assessment Transformation
Shifting from a rote-based assessment system to com

ators In new
revamping assessment methodologies o tralnh"g f)(::lsccan be challenging
Ensuring that the assessments align with the NEP'S B
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d to the specific needs of different areas.

he NEP, India's linguistic diversity adds
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mes is a challenge.

s stakeholders, including teachers, schools,
ditional system. Overcoming this resistance
gnificant hurdle.

tance from variou
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9. Policy Coordination and Alignment;
India's education system involves multiple stakeholders, including centry and g,
governments, educational institutions, and regulatory bodies. Coordinating efforts ane
ensuring alignment across different levels of governance can be a complex tagk.

10. Technology Infrastructure and Connectivity:

Promoting technology-enabled learning and digital resources re
widespread internet connectivity, especially in rural areas, Unequal
and digital resources can create disparities in learning opportunities,
11. Monitoring and Evaluation;

Regular monitoring and evaluation are essential to assess the impact of the

and make necessary adjustments. Designing effective mechanisms to track p
data, and analyze outcomes s a challenge,

12, Policy Sustainability and Continuity:

Ensuring the sustained implementation of the NEP beyond changes in government apq
administrative shifts requires a commitment to long-term vision, institutionalizatiop of

reforms, and continuity in policy implementation Strategies.
13. Public Awarcness and Participation:

Creating awareness about the NEPpP's goals, benefits, and changes among parents,
communities, and stakeholders Is crucial for successfy] implementation, Involving these
stakeholders in the policy's execution can enhance its effectiveness,

quires reliable ang
access to technology

NEP's reformg
rogress, collect

SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW EDUCATION 2020 POLICY OF INDIA
The initial five years are dedicated to early childhood care and education, implemented
through Anganwadis, To enhance this phase, Anganwadis could transform into Kids Zones,

blending education with sports. Additionally, one of the two Anganwadi workers could be
substituted with an ASHA worker and a physiotherapis

and health. This phase is pivotal as 85% of b
Consequently, skill-based training should be a
capable generation.

From Class 3 to Class 5, the primary stage of education is provided for children aged 8 to 11.
During this period, the aim is to alleviate the burden of textbooks, emphasizing moral stories
for holistic child development, Bagless education should be embraced here, In the secondary
stage, children grasp knowledge about their surroundings. Besides supplying bicycles and
mid-day meals, provisions such as Navodaya facilities are essential. Many rural children
abandon education due to economic constraints, resorting to agricultural work. A balanced
approach between textbooks and evaluating local arts, culture, and small-scale industries by
50% each is vital to realize the concept of employment-oriented education. Par_entall
involvement is key, and custom education should exclude sexual education in the higher

. ‘onal
secondary stage. Exposure to diverse geographical environments through vocatl
training and entrepreneurship internships is crucial.

- ; robust
Implementation of these changes necessitates resolute political will and it i
infrastructure. To elevate education standards, universities should attain :zlu.tonom}’;jence 0
200 universities should gain full academic, administrative, and financial indepen
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fostfer glob.al innovation through a diversified curriculum. Research expenditure in India Jags
be}.und. with only 0.79'6 of GDP spent on research in 2017-18, compared to 2.8% in the
Umte{? States, 2.1% in China, and 2.1% in Isrzel To promote research, the swift
establishment of the National Research Foundation is crudial.

Top lnc%ian universities should produce over 50,000 PhD graduates annually to nurture
innovation and specialized expertise. Central and State Governments must provide equitable
sup?ort to institutions to elevate the Gross Enrolment Ratio. The new policy accentuates
environment, sports, culture, and research and development, but essentizl infrastructure is
lacking. Hence, the government should consider providing universities with substzntial
long-term loans spanning 20 to 30 years to address these requirements.

CONCLUSION

India's New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 represents 2 transformative vision for the nztion's
education system, aiming to address long-stznding challenges while preparing students for
the demands of the 21st century. The policy’s comprehensive approach, encompassing early
childhood education to higher educstion, emphasizes holistic development, inclusivity,
innovation, and skill-building. As of my last update in September 2021, the NEP bas
generated significant enthusizsm znd interest due to its potential to reshzpe the education
lzandsczpe.

The NEP's emphasis on experientizl learning, aritical thinking, vocational integration, and
technologv-enzbled education holds the promise of eguipping students with the skills
needad to thrive in an increzsingly complex 2nd repidly evolving globzl environment By
promoting multlingualism, the policy recognizes and celebretes India’s rich linguistic
diversity, 2iming to bridge culture] g2ps and promote linguistic heritage.

Furthermore, the focs on research and innovation throogh the estzblishment of the
Nationz] Resezrch Foundztion (NRF) reflects the policy’s commitment to nurturing 2 culture
of discovery and qeztvity. BY encourzging resezrch 2ooss disdplines and promoting
innovation, the NEP envisions Indiz 2s 2 knowledge hub czpzble of addressing global

chzllenges

However, szocessial implementztion of the NEP is contingent upon overcoming challenges
such 2s securing sdeguate fndng ensoring equitzble 2ocess to guality edncation, and
effectively trzining edoEors B implement the policy’s novel p=degogical approaches. The
diverse x;zm of Indiz"s edncztion Iendsezpe, chzracErzed by socio-economic disparities
and regionz] verizdons, z3ds compleE iy DTS implementztion process.

£ s3,= NEP, it is essentiz] for policymakers, edncators,

To fuliy reslize the potentzl Impai O
Sk minictrofrxs. perents, znd comTTities colizhorzte syn=rgisticelly. Addressing these
= Simiesa ey f&"—: —_—

e P s proged approach that ivalves robust policy coordination,
—_——— (T — - =T = r 26 b
o gzeCriven G2dS meking, 2nd regoler evzlnztion to adapt to

comtmmors moniormg, CeEoTel Geasos

evolving peeds amd GroomSEDES
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In conclusion, India's New Education Policy 2020 signiﬁe's . Pi‘:;t":";s“;ocizetion tt}l:e cc;]unt,y.s
L0 ot reflect a visiona e chany,
education journey. Its goals and provisions ) ‘ gin
global dynamics and the need for a holistic and adaptable educ.atlon systc'e]rln. While the Nep
has the potential to redefine education in India, its actual impact wi d?pend on th,
collective efforts and commitment of stakeholders to ensure that every ch'xld receives ,
quality education, regardless of their background or circumstances. By staying trye to ftg

goals and addressing implementation challenges, the NEP has the potential to shape ,

brighter future for India's learners, equipping them to lead and innovate in an increasip gy

interconnected world.
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