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Abstract - Grid computing has resulted in faster execution of
applications. Day by day the requirement for execution speed of
applications is increasing. To achieve this, suitable middleware is
needed and to be configured requirement specific.  An application
can be executed faster only when there is no node failure or
network failure. Moreover, at run time, if a node fails, there should
be some alternative arrangement to reconfigure other node to
complete the task which was supposed to be done by the failed
node. Thus, a middleware is needed that can be configured
according to the requirements of the application. Such a
middleware would help in increasing the performance of the
application. In  most  of  the  middleware  available  presently,
dynamic  configuration  is  not facilitated. This has become one of
the reasons for the failure of adoption or implementation of Grid in
many organizations.

This paper analyzes the present GUI Grid – Alchemi with its
components and challenges. It also proposes a toolkit-Scady which
solves the challenges of Alchemi and provides higher performance.
Two experiments are done and their result analysis shows the
performance of the proposed toolkit.
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I. INTRODUCTION

High performance computing is the need of the hour.
Organizations and enterprises now want their applications to
execute as fast as possible and without any faults. The demand
for the use of distributed resources and computing cycles are
increasing day by day. Moreover, the power present in the
networks (LANs) is not being utilized properly. To achieve
the need of the hour, Grid computing has provided the
solution. There are several Grid systems developed till date to
achieve high performance computing. Some of them are
success, but many of them failed due to various issues like
dynamic node failure [1][6][7], security [2] etc.

Still grids are the most common alternative for performing
distributive computing and utilizing the distributed resources.
Unix Platform is used primarily to implement Grids. This
severely limits effective utilization of the computing resources
of desktop computers running on Windows platform.
Companies and organizations prefer windows based i.e. GUI
based solutions for targeting high performance computing.
Grid Computing is a special type of high performance
computing that relies on distributed resources like CPU

cycles, Storage, Power supply, Bandwidth etc. The idea is to
perform the work of Super computer by using all these
resources together.

One such Grid toolkit that is Windows based and is becoming
popular in the grid community is Alchemi [9][10]. It works on
.NET platform and provides the features supported by it like
Remoting [5][6] and Web Services [7]. Another toolkit named
Scady[1] which we have developed based on Alchemi is
compared with the Alchemi Toolkit itself. The results
obtained by Scady are much better than Alchemi Toolkit as
the features that are not supported in Alchemi are provided in
this toolkit. The API of Alchemi is studied and then extended
in Scady to provide all those features.

To show the efficiency of Scady toolkit, a factorial program
for finding the factorial of a number is run by using the
Alchemi and Scady toolkit. Next a program for calculating 232

(2 raise to 32) is executed using both the toolkits. Scady
computes the value of both the programs in less time as
compared to Alchemi toolkit.

Paper is organized as follows –Alchemi toolkit is discussed in
section 2. After Literature review, the challenges that are
present are identified. Based on this a new toolkit is
developed. Section 3 highlights the working of the proposed
toolkit. Section 4 contains the case studies, Section 5 is the
conclusion, section 6 describes the future work and section 7
contains the references.

II. ALCHEMI TOOLKIT

Alchemi [9][10] is a GUI grid toolkit that is developed in .Net
to deal with key issues of security, reliability, scheduling, and
resource management. Microsoft .Net platform supports all of
these features. It actually provides features such as remote
execution and development of web services, multithreading,
disconnected data access and managed execution.

The key features supported by Alchemi as listed in [10] are:
• Without a shared file system, clustering of desktop

computers based on internet;
• Hierarchical and cooperative grids through federation of

clusters;
• dedicated or non-dedicated execution by nodes;
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• Grid thread programming model is object oriented and
• Cross-platform interoperability

There are four components in Alchemi .NET grid - User or
Owner, Executor, Manager and Cross Platform Manager [10].

WORKING –
User (an interface) requests for a task to be done. This task is
given to the Manager. Manager is generally installed on the
server. However it can also be installed on a client machine.
Manager then delegates the task to the executors which are
running on different client machines or nodes. Executor
executes the task and sends the output to the Manager which
then stores it in database and gives it to the User GUI.

CHALLENGES –
Following challenges are found in Alchemi -
• If an Executor i.e. a node fails due to any reason, the task

is stopped and the computing remains unfinished.
• If the Manager fails due to any reason, the whole

processing is stopped.
• Inter thread communication is not supported.
• There is no peer-to-peer communication between

Managers that can solve the problem of node failure.
• There is no policy for allocating resources.
• OGSI standards are not completely followed.

III. SCADY TOOLKIT

Scady (Scalable & Dynamic) is a windows based toolkit
developed for Grid systems. It is developed with the objective
to provide the features such as multithreading, inter-thread
communication, task reallocation in case of node failure etc. It
is developed based on Alchemi toolkit. API of different grids
are studied and are extended to provide the solution of the
problems listed in above section. There are two components of
Scady – A Manager and an Executor.

WORKING –
A Manager is installed on each cluster or the location. We can
also install more than one Manager at one location (through
inter thread communication model). This will help in
removing the problem of failure of any one Manager. This
supports the VPN concept. Each Manager can have multiple
Executors under it.

When any task is to be done, Manager delegates the task to
Executors. The result is processed by the executor and sent to
the Manager. This working is shown in Fig – I.

In Manager, IP address and Mac Address will be displayed
reading from the system. All the connected nodes in the
network will be displayed. Nodes will be selected through
check box and connection is established. Managers will take
less time to produce result if the numbers of executors are
more.

FIG-I: SCADY MANAGER (CONNECTION)

If due to any reason an executor goes down in between the
task, Manager dynamically reallocates it to another executor
and the task is completed. For this the Manager has to
dynamically monitor the executors. This is implemented by
checking the connection every 10 seconds through the session
variable. If a node fails, the task is reallocated to another node
by manager based on the CPU load of nodes. After the
connection is done, application is selected. Presently four
applications have been taken. These applications can be
increased with the use of database. Input values will be
provided and then application is started. This application is
processed by the executors and the result is sent to the
manager. This working is shown in Fig – II

FIG-II: SCADY MANAGER (APPLICATION MANAGER)
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With this model, node failure and unfinished task problem is
solved. Also as the number of managers and executors are
more, the time taken to complete the task is less as compared
to Alchemi .Net toolkit. For this we performed two
experiments which are described in the next section.

IV. CASE STUDY

EXPERIMENT - I
Experiment is done to write a program to find factorial of a
number. The network taken for the experiment is intranet
(campus network) in which there are 4 sub-networks, each
sub-network having a minimum of 50 client machines. Total
computers in the network are around 300. Hardware and
Software configuration used are - nodes with 3 GB RAM and
4 GB RAM, 2.66 GHz, Core-to-Dual Processors, Core-to-
Quad Processors and i3 Processors, 24 ports Network Switch,
Visual Studio 2012, .Net Framework 4.5 and SQL Server
Express Edition. The test was done with 3 nodes (Executors),
then with 10 and then 50 nodes. The results are shown in
Table-I.

TABLE-I: FACTORIAL PROGRAM

Time (in Secs)
Number of
Executors Alchemi

Toolkit
Scady Toolkit

3 0.81 0.46
10 0.62 0.39
50 0.59 0.25

FIG-III: EXECUTION TIME OF FACTORIAL PROGRAM

ANALYSIS
The results of the experiment of calculating factorial of a
number by using 3 executors, 10 executors and 50 executors
are shown in Fig-III. It can be noted that the time taken to
calculate factorial of a number decreases when the number of
nodes increases. Also time taken by Scady toolkit is less.

EXPERIMENT – II
Another experiment was done for calculating 2 raise to 32 i.e.
232. The test was done with the same hardware & software
configuration and selecting 3, 10 and 50 nodes. The working
of Scady Manager is shown in following figures.

FIG-IV: SCADY MANAGER (FOR 232 PROGRAM)

3 nodes are selected from the network – Lab-37, Lab-46 and
Lab-82. After connection, application is selected and started.

FIG-V: SCADY MANAGER (FOR 232 PROGRAM)
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FIG-VI: SCADY MANAGER (FOR 232 PROGRAM)

FIG-VII: SCADY EXECUTOR

The result and time taken for calculation is printed in the
result window. This experiment is repeated for 10 and 50
nodes also. The results are given in Table-II.

TABLE-II: 232 PROGRAM

Time (in Secs)
Number of
Executors Alchemi

Toolkit
Scady Toolkit

3 2.62 1.97
10 2.34 1.65
50 1.81 1.23

FIG-VIII: EXECUTION TIME OF 232 PROGRAM

ANALYSIS
The results of the experiment of calculating 232 by using 3
executors, 10 executors and 50 executors are shown in Fig-
VIII. It can be noted that the time taken to calculate 232

decreases when the number of nodes increases. Also time
taken by Scady toolkit is less.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we studied Alchemi .Net toolkit for Grid
Computing & its APIs. We found that even though, Alchemi
.Net succeeded in providing sufficient performance in grid
computations, it is not easy to provide a dynamically
configurable environment that can help in ensuring that the
computation does not fail even if any node or executor fails.
To solve this problem, we have constructed a small grid
toolkit – SCADY and tried to add and extend the existing API
of the available middleware. The connection to node is
checked every 10 seconds and if a node is found to be failed,
the task is allocated to the next available node with less CPU
load.

We conducted two case studies on both the toolkits and found
that Scady toolkit provides the output in less time as compared
to Alchemi. Also the time taken is very less when the number
of executors is increased.

VI. FUTURE WORK

The proposed toolkit has opened up a window to wider
applications. We plan to extend the Scady toolkit to even more
complex applications and support of CPU load based resource
allocation. Also, instead of checking the status of node every
10 seconds, we are planning some mechanism that can be used
through which the status for failure of task or node is reported
to the manager immediately. (Very much like ICMP message
delivery).
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