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A Multifaceted personality...

Lt. Co. Hasmukh M. Patel (Retd.)
Secretary, Sarva Vidhyalay Kelvani Mandal, Gandhinagar

When I was studying in Sarva Vidhyalay High school, Kadi,
from 1946 till January 1955, I had the fortune of meeting and teas-
ing Shree M. M. Patel, who was studying a few classes ahead of
me. During those days there was a welknown saying that “There is
no study, without Kadi.” Incidentally, Kadi was a ‘Prant’ under the
Gaikwad of Baroda and was famous for its varieties of snuff. I
was quite mischevious then and used to call students coming. from
nearby villages as “Desi Baloons” He would mostly laugh it off in
good spirits or some times twist my ears — when he could catch
hold of me and threaten me by saying that he would report to prin-
cipal, late Shri N.N. Desai, who would give us a taste of his
“mojdi”..!! ‘He never did; such was his thirst for knowledge and
desire to be something above normal that he used to come walking
from UNTWA village, about five miles away, after finishing his
daily chores in their ancestral land. He bore the hard ships of stu-
dent. Life bravely. His thirst for further studies and knowledge
finally ended with a B.A, LLB. '

Next I met him in December 1959 after being commissioned
into our Army as a second lieutenant, When he was the chief of-
ficer of Kadi municipality. By that time he had earned a name for
himself though his hard work, sincerity and integrity. He w: - re-
spected and feared by subordinates as he tolerated no nonsense,
but was find at heart. He was popularly known as “Saheb” a nick
name that has stuck till today. When you tell someone that Shri
Maneklalbhai is the president of Kadi Sarva Vishwa Vidhyalay
and Chairman of Sarva Vidhyalay Kelvani Mandal, Kadi and
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Gandhinagar, he thinks for a few seconds then his face lights up
with recognition and says “oh — you mean Saheb ” | He eventually
became municipality’s president.

My father, late Dr. Maneklal C. Patel, and he worked to-
gether for many years specially in the activities of the school, Kadj
Nagrik Sahakari Bank and other social projects. My father used to
say often that it was more or less impossible to find such a talented
person like him. :

He is on good terms with everyone in town and nearby vil-
lages. His reputation as an able administrator spread far and wide,
After serving for arround fifteen years, he plunged into business
where he soon rose high and became one of the top most industri-
alists. :

Saheb was one of the founder Directors of Kadi Nagrik
Sahakari Bank. Later on he was its chairman for almost two de-
cades. He put the Bank on a very round financial footing and it
performed admirably.

A couple of years ago a young man came to h1m seeking for
a job as a teacher. On inquiry it was found that though he was fully
and highly qualified, he was working as a vidya Sahayak else-
where. To make matters worse he was made to sign for more pay
but given much less say. Besides being made to perform other tasks.
After a few other questions, saheb asked him to collect his ap-
pointment letter and join the school at the earliest. That young
man could not believe his ears and good fortune. Thus an honest,
sincere and a devoted teacher was born. There are many like him
in all our schools and colleges. No wonder our Institution is an
envy for all.

Saheb is so devoted to the Institution, that he has left all
business activities in the capable hands of his son Vallabh,
affectionately known as “Sardar”. He has been serving the
Institution selflessly for almost half a century — a record
impossible to beat. Will there he another person like him ? only
time will tell.
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A GLIMPSE OF SRI MANEKLAL M. PATEL AS
A STAUNCH PROMOTER OF GIRLS’ EDUCATION

Dr. Amrita Paresh Patel

Principal, Uma Arts & Nathiba Commerce Mahila College,
Sector-23, Gandhinagar

It is a matter of utmost pride and privilege for me to pen a few
lines about venerable Sri Maneklal M. Patel, President, Kadi Sarva
Vishwa Vidyalaya, Gandhinagar and Chairman, Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavni Mandal, Kadi and Gandhinagar.

As itis observed and found by many people who have come into
contact with ‘Sahebshri’ he possesses a multi-faceted personality. One
of the aspects of his personality is his great dedication to the cause of
education for gitls.

In fact, Pujjya Chhaganbha, the visionary founder of our Trust,
Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, who wanted to bring about social
revolution through education, also cherished the desire of providing
equal opportunities to girls along with boys. Hence he began a gitls’
hostel at Kadi and named it “Kanya Kunj” in 1934 but his effort did
not succeed. In those days of social orthodoxy, parents of girls were
not ready to send their wards to the institution to study. Unfortunately,
the ‘Kanya Kunj’ had to be closed and Pujjya Chhaganbha’s beautiful
dream remained unfulfilled during his life time.

But later office bearers of the Trust felt that it was extremely
important to fulfill the incomplete dream of our foreseeing Founder.
Hence, a separate education complex, entitled: ‘Kalupur Bank Kanya
Kelavani Sankul” was established in our Gandhinagar campus where
in there began three institutions exclusively meant for girls’ education,
viz:

(1) Smt. Mrudulaben Bharatbhai Patel Primary Girls’ School (1989)

(2) Smt. Raiben Gopaldas Patel Girl’s Secondary and Smt. -
Savitaben Babubhai Patel Girl’s Higher Secondary School

(1989)
1Y€
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(3) UmaArts & Nathiba Commerce Mahila College (1991)

All these institutions for empowerment of girls began with the
enthusiastic efforts of Sri Maneklal M. Patel Saheb who had been the
active secretary of the Mandal from 1973-1974 to 1999-2000. Since
2000-2001, he has been rendering his services as the chairman of Sarva
Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, Kadi and Gandhinagar. Sahebshri always
works with missionary zeal and utter dedication to the cause of
philanthropic education. Hence, all the these three institutions began
functioning successfully in no time in the capital of Gujarat.

I have been the privileged member of Sarva Vidyalaya Parivar
Since 1991, when I was appointed as the Head, Department of English
of Uma Arts & Nathiba Commerce Mabhila College, the newly begun,
first Higher Education Institution of the Trust in its Gandhinagar
Campus.

Since then, I have been a witness to the tremendous tenacity
with which Sri M. M. Patel Saheb works to introduce latest programs
and institutions of higher education both in Gandhinagar and Kadi
equally.

We have seen him touring around, particularly, in U.S.A. along
with Sri Narsinghbhai K. Patel, Former Chairman, Higher Education,
Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, Sri Mohanlal B. Patel, Former
Principal of the school at Kadi and present Secretary, Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavani Mandal, Gandhinagar and Dr. Kanubhai D. Patel Secretary,
Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal, Kadi and Gandhinagar, to collect
donations of crores of rupees from the alumni and well-wishers of
Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal.

Sahebshri worked painstakingly day and night to establish a
University of Sarva Vidyalaya. And he did succeed in beginning Kadi
Sarva Vishwa Vidyalaya in 2007 in Gandhinagar. Sahebshri is a man
of immense determination. With “divine dissatisfaction” he takes up
one project after another, involving liability of huge amount and
fortune always favours him. He always does what he decides to do.

But even when he is busy in completing projects of different
self-financed institutions of utmost importance, I have found as the
principal since 2002 that he has never forgotten our grant-in-aid Uma
Arts & Nathiba Commerce Mahila college.
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Whether it was holding up of the UGC Sponsored National
seminar in English on Indian Renaissance in 2002 in our college or
sending of Letter of Intention to National Assessment & Accreditation
Council (NAAC) in 2002 when there were very few colleges showing
willingness for NAAC accreditation in Gujarat, or the holding up of
the Zonal Youth Festival of the Gujarat university by the college in
2004, or the beginning of the Needy Student’s Help Fund in the
college, every time, we got the same beautiful financial support and
moral boosting from our Respectable Chairman of the Trust. (Itis a
noteworthy fact that almost all the colleges run by Sarva Vidyalaya
Kelavani Mandal which are eligible for NAAC accreditation have
already been accredited by NAAC.)

Whether it is a matter of empowerment of girls at primary level
school or at the Secondary and Higher Secondary school level, or at
the college level, our Honorable Sir always pays equal meticulous
attention to all the sections of girls” education. In order to bring about
the better empowerment of women different hostels for school girls as
well as for female learners studying in various Higher Education.‘ :
Institutions of the Trust have been established both at Kadi and ‘
Gandhinagar. Almost 2200 students avail of this facility in the girls
hostels situated in our campuses. Sri Maneklal Patel Saheb takes keen
interest to see to it that the students residing in these hostels have been
provided proper food and facilities and also are looked after properly.

For these reasons, one can say that he is a staunch promoter of
girls’ education and as such, he has proved himself to be a, rea
successor of Pujjya Chhaganbha who wanted to provide equa
opportunities to gitls in education, which, in tum, may bring real social
happiness for all.

This apart, I wish that there may begin many institutions of
education under the able Presidentship and Chairmanship of Sri
Maneklal M. Patel Saheb and many girls may get fruitful education in.
these institutions. I again wish that Sarva Vidyalaya Kelavani Mandal
may have an extremely bright future under the helms of Sri Manekla
Patel Saheb’s leadership. '
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Three cheif things are needed in education.....

(1) Development of Charactor

(2) Development of Capacity

(3) Imparting knowledge upon broad lines of voca-

tional view point.

Education means a discipline of the mind which en-
ables to face problems with confidence, no matter in what
shape they present them selves.

Genius without charactor is distructive and
dangerous let not towns grow at the cast of villege and let
not wealth of labourers be the source of luxury for the

rich.
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