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Baroda College,
Baroda.
L!I‘.N.l.besai was a student of this College for a Period of
last three years. During this period his. attendance was regular,

conduct good and hehaviour excellent,

He did consistently good worl: hoth iu theoratical ana nracticzl

lessons during his career as a sclence student,

He won the Principal Clerke Prige by standing first at the
Terminal ¥xamination of the Senior 3. A, Class., He passed his
B.4. Examination with Second Class Honours, standing second in
the College, He was awarded the Pragji Thakersey Y¥oolji Science
Scholarship in Arts for the further studies in Science by t h e

University of Bombay. b gt SO A

During this year he worked as a student Qemonstrator with the
Inter Science Class and carried out his duties satisfactorily.

show:.ng bis tutorial ‘capacity of high order.
He took part in College games.

I confidently recommend fr,Desal for any .post for which his
academic attainments render him suitably qualified or for admissior

to a course of spacialised study. . —

ot L bl P I R
// th. March 1931, fg 72 s
Principal,

Baroda College.
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~QFDER OF APPOINMENT,

From: -

The Secretary,
Bavla Education Bociety,
Bavla. Dist:- Ammedabad.

To, Shw N athald Aiansasndlinar 2554/
C hachaaws—acl’ Vasna. 1

Sir,
11-6= 4.
With roference to your application dated

I mave the pleasure to inform you that you have been appointed
byl my society as ﬁe‘ld P1adtés  on the salary of B Goo L
oY
m He gvade ‘5(’ B 360 =35 — fos npm.ﬁwith eé‘ect ﬁ‘ f:_h_‘”b

Rl + p- 7 L—'C‘l—l 4140&/4»14 . e
He sehosl. vevu should pr’l e school [atest

d‘t‘?’ 7 ,.;;;',d"%éw 1941

vacancy to which you have been appolnted is

Sempomry for b%m“’le"k "

The terms and conditions of the service should he read

by you and this appointment 1s subject thereof.

If a reply accepting this appohntment is not received
within _S€Y&M days, the vacancy would be otherwise filled.

Yours faithfully,
For Bavla Education Soclety,

Place:- BAVLA. ) /W
” Date:- I~ 5~ "4}

Secretary
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Maharshi Shri Nathabhai Desai

Visubhai B. Patel

1, Shri Ram Society, B/h. Dhara Clinic,
Gotri Road, Baroda 390 007. (pp. - 0265-2398097)

Maharshi Shri Nathabhai N. Desaj's name is a notable
example in ‘Sarva Vidyalaya Educational World'. A man of
many and varied parts, he had crosseq with ease beyond the
formal educational boundaries into numerous other fields. His
life-work as evidence in this article, bears the testimony to
his passionate commitment for public edycation cause. He had
given generally and unspringly of himself and his talents to
the education field, specially in science & technologies. He
joined Sarva Vidyalaya High Schoo] 4 Principal and Chief
Superintendent of Kadva Patidar Asharm in 1944. He has
created a large pool of technical man power in form of Doctors,
Engineers, Managers, Administrators, Educationi sts Economists,
Professor and likewise in allied fieldg.

It has beeen said that mankind cgap be divided into three
classes (i) the few who make things happen, (ii) the many who
watch things happen, and (iii) Overwhelming majority who has
no idea of what is happening. Shri Nathaphai Desai was pre-
eminently a person who belonged to the class of the choice
few (i) who made things happened. A glance will teveal 2 man
of invincible intellectual honesty anq unparallel dedication, a
great disciplinarian and hard task master. Motivation, Persistence
and perseverance are the distinct tryjeg of the determind,
dedicated individuals who can make things happen.

Shri Nathabhai Desai Was one of such individual who
made it happened as a head of 'Saryg Vidyalaya' Institutions.
Serving humanity even beyond the teRpsabiliEes 6 Ghe
duty calls for special human beings, Shy; Nathabhai Desai was
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one of them. As a man and as an eudcationist, Shri Desai,
concern and total commitment towards educational and socia]
issues, had earned him unusual distinction. He had preserved
and protected the autonomy of the educational institutions. He
raised the everburning torch of freedom.

In life, things are destined to happen, whether we believe
it or not. After my junior high school completion I got the
admission in IV standard in 'Sarva Vidyalaya High School' and
Kadva Patidar Ashram at Kadi for my further study from
21.06.1947. It was an event in life as if one was going to some
ancient Rishi's Ashram for life's education. Such was the
simplicity with Gandhian way of life to do your household
work by yourself instead by your mother at home. For making
food / cooking, we had long moustached mother(s) on duty
around the day / week school times period with nutrious food
making.

Here I came under the direct influence of the Principal
and Chief Superintendent Shri Nathabhai Desai. We had more
than fatherly loving father(s) in the incarnation of Head /
Teacher(s) at High School and Head / Superintendent(s) at
Kadva Patidar Ashram who disciplined us, loved us, showered
motherly affection on us. They repremended also us on unruly
occasions by small stripe and if need be by their light shoe
(Mojadi), Specially our beloved Shri Nathabhai Saheb as a
correctional measure rather than in punishment form. However,
such scene was rare unless one had violated the basic norms
of established principals, house-rules and Ashram's regulated
discipline in form of bad habits.

Day in and day out, year in and year out, we the inmates
of Ashram & students Sarva Vidyalaya of High School built
upour character, simplicity, nationalism, commitment to cause,
service to society above self, spirit of harmony, fraternity, art
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of living together under one roof. Spirituality thorough evening
prayers, physical growth / built up by morning and after-school
games on playgrounds, mentle sharpness / make up through
debating exercise, spirit of obedience authority's order,
paramilitary discipline through Baroda Boy Scout activities and
dramatic activities. Love for Hindi, a national language,
through Rashtriya Prachar Hindi Examinations upto 'Kovid'
'Ratna’ etc. All these happened under our Guru Rishi Shri
Nathabhai Saheb. What a man ! Once in a century incarnation !

Basically, by temperament and traits, I was an active soul
from the early childhood. The phases of childhood to boyhood
took the natural course in my village Dangarwa. But something
special happended in the last two years at my age 15 to 16
in my life. Our teacher from Kadi was active R.S.S. Pracharak
who opened a branch (Shakha) of Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh R.S.S. Alongwith other young boys of my age, we were
enrolled in R.S.S. Dangarwa Shakha at very tender age
innocently. We Played Indian games under his supervision. My
inner qualities came on surface and I become active member
of the Dangarwa R.S.S. Shakha.

All this mental / spiritual / national make up came with
me in Sarva Vidyalaya High School & Kadva Patidar Ashram.
I was a good volunteer student for activities for good causes.
From the early beginning, Shri Nathabhai Saheb Spotted me
during the Ashram community living. There were lots of
common works like mantaining gardens, play grounds, planting
trees, helping to kitchen-Kothari in weighing consumable
stores, cooking woods etc. Alongwith all these activities, he
encouraged me to join Hu-tu-tu & Kho-Kho teams and school
band. All these constructive activities channelised by pounding
energy in time hence I become a responsible student.

By the time, half-yearly terminal examination was
conducted as planned and I scored as top student in my class.
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It was followed by Diwali vaction and we went to our native
homes from 'home’. Parents were very happy on my score. We
returned back to our Home - Ashram, Kadi after vacation. Day
in day out, December, January 1948 passed happily. On one
black evening of 30" January 1948, at the time of our evening
prayer, neighbouring Textile Mills siren blew low-high
repeatedly on which we students were amused during our
evening prayer. Prayer was over as usual but boys were curious
of that siren.

On entuiry, the worst news of the century was broken that
our beloved Mahatma Gandhi (Shri M. K. Gandhi) was shot
dead by one Hindu fanatic in Birla House, New Delhi at prayer
time 5.19 PM. Nation was drowned in grief. Newly born first
Indian Government banned R.S.S. as the culprit who designed/
led to Father of Nation's death. Wind of R.S.S. ban blew all
over. There were few active R.S.S. students in High School.
[ was now inactive R.S.S. in Ashram known to Shri Nathabhai
Saheb. On some pretex, authority initiated some actions on
R.S.S. Cadre in Kadi.

Here Shri Nathabhai Saheb came to my help to shape my
tender mind into secular national approach. He made me to
undustand that it is too tender age to go on record and lose
the set track of education. Nationalism could be followed by
some other manner. First concentrate on present study, be
prepared as a responsible citizen. I surrendered to Shri
Nathabhai Saheb's advice. He was my well wisher who shaped
my destiny from this incidence onward. A new era began from
there. Shri Nathabhai Saheb saved the situation under those
circumstances.

Winter Game Tournaments were scheduled for Hu-tu-tu
& Kho-Kho and other allied gymnestic at Harij for Mehsana
District. Many teams participated from district including
roaring teams from 'Patan’s Bhaiya's Akhada' and wel-groomed

—_—
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competitive teams from Sarva Vidyalaya High School / Kadva
Patidar Ashram Kadi. All our players were extra competent.
One by one, our teams won Hu-tu-tu, Kho-Kho and other
gymnastic items. Shri Nathabhai Saheb & Shri Lallubhai Saheb
were on the spot cheering us all players. We brought great
victories which were not digested by Patan Bhaiya's Akhada
players and their leaders.

It was a great frustration for all of them to lose most of
the games. Hence, they attacked on us with whatever they got
in hand. Hockies, rods, lathis and what not and jumped on
us including on Shri Nathabhai Saheb. We were driven away
from the play-ground. Shri Nathabhai Saheb led us to hide
us in nearby thorny jungle, thickly grown thadbavri and hid
us. By the time, other teams jumped on Patan ‘invaders' and
punished them including not serving noon lunch food to them.
We were all hungry in woods including Shri Nathabhai Saheb
(his cloths were also torn off).

Finally, Games Organizers found us in bush and brought
us back in kitchen area by evening and fed us two meals by
one sumptuous supper. We all were taken care by Shri
Nathabhai Saheb inspite of his hurting in the scuffle by 'Patan
Invaders'. Event's kitchen in charge was late Tribhovanbhai N.
Patel who took such a sturn stand not to the food to serve
those '"Mischief Mongers' from Patan Akhada. Again, I recall,
'Gandhi Nathabhai' came to their rescue and urged Shri
Tribhovanbhai to feed them. Finally, they were fed late in the
night around 10 PM. Such was Shri Nathabhai Saheb.

We came home - Kadi with all won trophies and
certificates. Days passed on and we had final examinations
of the academic year 1947-48 in April. I faired well. We had
a parting feast and every one went 'home from home' waiting
for result card. My grandfather got my result card wherein I
was 1% in all our four classes of Standard IV. What a year



210 0L 2 =l eus L. g

of shapiing and encouraging achievements. All credit goes to
Shri Nathabhai Saheb for shaping me from a village boy -
R.S.S. Cadre, made me an institutional cadre boy, leaving
behind word R.S.S. and its taste.

Schools reopened in June 1948 and we came back to
school / boarding house - Ashram in V standard. My passing
first rank in all four classes of IV standard pleased Shri
Nathabhai Saheb and other teachers. T got their attention for
good. They also started using me for better purposes in different
activities including student body, class monitor, games captain,
student representative, in daily kitchen activities such as
weighing food materials, taking period i.e. stock including
cooking woods.

Shri Nathabhai Saheb assigned me also to take roll call
presence after prayer by going to room to room for our
standard. It was layerwise. This gave an opportunity to work
with our senior students of VI & VII Who aslo contributed
their experience to us, new comer, in this Club. Shri Nathabhai
Saheb was all rounder in most fo the subjects including arts.
He had a passion for science and technologies. During his
tenure as principal, he succeeded in bringing up science
subjects to a level whereby most of the Sarva Vidyalaya High
School graduates are very good in science subjects though he
used to take other subjects aslo with high level of competence.

He was great teacher. Weekly or fortnightly after regular
periods are over, he used to assemble all the upper classes
students and demonstrate technological developments in
science either, mechanical or electrical or structural / civil or
medicine or pharmaceutical in open air demonstration with
concurrent lecture on those subjects. We students enjoyed such
events. Occasionally, he used to invite some luminary in the
filed from urban institutions of repute to address the students

T
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on going on developments to abrest the students of going on
progress around.

This brough us to new academic year 1949-50 my VI
standard. I again passed my V standard with top rank in keen
competition of half a mark or bit more. We had real good group
of competitive students, also in our upper classes. In all layesrs
of classes from I to VII standard, there were competitive
students with healthy spirit. We had by now the orientation
of our kitchen accounting. We noticed one small anamoly of
using the food-bill donation of Rs. 1,500/- from Mafatlal
Gagalbhai family, Bombay towards the Ashrams' boys kitchen
food bill which was being credited to general fund as donation
by Mandal's office bearers.

We, the student representatives, brought to their notice
this anamoly and requested them to use the same for students’
food expenses i.e. give Rs.1,500/- deduction from the total food
bill. They did not budged to this request, contrary, they handled
us with high handedly on this issue. Well, they were first a
politicans of the newly born democracy then the educationist.
Hence their attitude / approach would be such. Unfortunately,
till to date in sixty years still such combination is a ruling
phenomenon every where in every field including edcucation,
religious temples, non-government organization. What a pity !

In reality, those who are actively interested to participate
in bottom to top political elective positions, should be
disassociate from such non-goverment / non-political activities
narrated above. They may argue that there were/are less leaders
and more such positions in the society so we had/have to carry
on the dual position holding pattern. Other countries have
developed the next cadre to replace / take over in such
eventualities of dual position holding. Well, this is ‘Mera
Bharat Mahan’ Great! Coming back to Rs. 1,5001- issue, it
was by evening time and we the representatives decided to
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go on ‘Gandhian style fasting Non-Co-operation’ with our
‘Management’. Dinner bell rang as usual time for taking dinner
but not a single student left their rooms to go to kitchen.

All the superintendents and management members, except
Shri Nathabhai Saheb, put pressure on Jr. & Sr. students at
both the locations (including Kunj). No one was buzzing to
their pressure. It was 9 PM. junior students first fed by snack
at Kunj (Chana & Gol) then the seniors were fed by distributing
the same type of snack. By the it was 10 PM. And you know
only who had not taken food in that evening/ night was Shri
Nathabhai Saheb. We few students approached him to request
him to take food. He kept telling, till you boys would not dine
at kitchen, he would not dine. He proposed to dine together.

On other side, somebody from management overheated
the atmosphere by telling that to vacate the Ashram if you
would not falling in line with management on such issues. Such
irresponsible utterances aggravated the total Ashram-mates
(students). We, the leaders, strategized by collecting self-
addressed post cards of their home addresses in their own hand
writing and asked them to go home in the early morning two
trains departing around 5 a.m. in both the directions - East
and West.

Everybody cheered up, might be because they got a chance
to home on ‘undue’ break. Night passed in fruitless discus-
sions. By dawn, all the students left and boarded the trains,
you could see the agony on Shri Nathabhai Saheb’s face and
none else. Trains left as scheduled time and ‘Ashram’ was
vacant. We, the action committee members, stayed behind for
taking further actions. The moment all the students would reach
their homes, their parents might scold them for coming home.
So we made a tour of different villages to communicate the
students’ stand for justice.
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Few parents questioned such move but most of them
endorsed the students’ view. One day, two days, three days,
four days, no sign of surrender by first, we committee leaders,
then other students at distance. They were told by us that till
you receive your own hand-written self-addressed post card,
till then you should not come back to Ashram, Kadi. They
obeyed such instruction democratically. Finally, management
called us at the end of one week to tell us to discontinue this
non-co-operation. We stuck to our point of demand. Again Shri
Nathabhai Saheb met us at ‘Patel Bhavan’ on Station Road
where we were camping and carrying on our movement.

Shri Nathabhai Saheb tried his best efforts but we
requested hirn not to rely on those management friends’
promises to consider in future. We conveyed that we would
like to settle this issue now and, right now by getting Rs. 1,500/
- towards out food bill. As a climax on 9th day, manage-
ment agreed to our stand to use that amount in food bill. Matter
was settled in Ashram management office. We posted all those
self addressed cards to awaiting students at their native places
to arrive from their homes to this home smilingly. In day or
two, Ashram was full again. All were happy.

We learnt a lesson of leadership. On return, everybody
concentrated on study and made up the missed studying time
at School. Like every year annual examinations took place in
peace. This brought us to further new academic year 1950-
51 VII, final year of S.S.C. Alongwith other activities, we
concentrated on study and after preliminary examination, final
form to S.S.C. Board Exam filling date came. Students were
advised to select their preferential given subjects and return
the signed form with requisite S.S.C Board fee.

I sought the advice from Shri Nathabhai Saheb to fill the

form for ten subjects on the ground : why should I drop the
subject which I have studied for seven years? Again, Guru &
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Shishy’s dialogue took place at length and he tried to convience
me for seven subjects. I kept harpening on ten subjects. He
further said; why waste six Rupees for three extra subjects?
I said, let me spend. Sir, allow me if not 10, then 9 subjects
which finally he agreed with a smile. Such was our Shri
Nathabhai Saheb. In between, we kept reading for final
examination.

Shri Nathabhai Saheb selected D.N. High School, Anand,
for our S.S.C. examination centre. We were looking forward
to go to Anand for S.S.C. exam. While this was going on,
something in his thin underweight body was going on and that
was T.B. shocking news for all of us. Family decided to perform
operation in Anand Mission Hospital by the hand of then
famous Dr. Cook specialist on T.B.. Shri Nathabhai Saheb with
family, we all came to Anand and settled in our assigned hostel
rooms.

He with family members went to Dr. Cook as per
appointment and decided the time and date of T.B. operation
(on ribs and on lungs!). We were busy in our day period of
exam. Most of the students left for their home after examination
but we two students myself and my friend Baldev Hargovandas
Patel of Chacharwadi Vasna, Shri Nathabhai Saheb’s village
neighbour, stayed with Shri Nathabhai Saheb till he was
released from Hospital to go home Kadi. This was the time
of separation. Parting in life with one’s beloved would be very
sorrowful, more 5o under such medical condition.

S.S.C. result was declared and I passed S.S.C. with
distinction. Destiny took me to Commerce education in place
of engineering which was my passion. After my B.Com., I did
M.B.A. and M.S.PA. in USA. While I was in U.S.A. my
younger brother Kantibhai, also Nathabhai’s ardent fin, arrived
in U.S.A. for further study in August 1958. He brought a
message from Shri Nathabhai Saheb for me to send him a
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medium size powerful telescope. He wanted to view from
Sarva Vidyalaya High School Laboratory into the vast
‘Universe’ and try to see the different planets like Saturn rings,
Moon surface and few more which a medium size powerful
telescope could do.

We were happy to send him a scientist-approved one
telescope piece. He must have enjoyed as he was a scientist
by temperament. He had a flare to take Sarva Vidyalaya High
School on such astronomical plato if he would have allowed
to stay on till his retirement. He wanted to create mini ISRO
in Kadi. That activity was cut off along with his cut off from
Sarva Vidyalaya High School under strange decision of few
against thousands who loved him to have. That might be the
dance of democracy.

I'have myself believed deeply and strongly that at the helm
of such needy period for such exclusive institutions, he was
needed for long term planning, programing and new blowing
wind of professionalism in fifties and sixties. In such
circumstances he was rather compelled to change the working
place at the noon of his and the institutions life. It was
unfortunate and sad for all us. Well, in democracy, majority
prevails not necessarily truths, needs and benevolent person-
alities. I am confident that the readers will do the deserving
justice to that late soul of sacrifice and creation who suffered
and endured in patience without diminishing the perception
and his potential. He inherited a resplendent heritage.

Shri Nathabhai Saheb left Kadi, unceremoniously in 1961.
Most of his students knew why? (J’his Is noL- the time and
place to discuss that mishap). He joined Bavla High School,
near his native place Chacharavadi, Vasna (Sanand Taluka)
where he was bom on 17.03.1909. As he had completed
hundred years in last March 2009, this year is the centenary
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year of his birthday. Hence it is the most appropriate to pay
the homage by writing this article on his life. From there,
he retired in 1971 honourably. During the retirement, he
developed further an uncureable deceased which was difficult
to cure. He was in Bombay for treatment in Tata Memorial
Hospital. We few students who were in Bombay knew this
sad news. We kept visiting periodicaly when he was under
treatment. He knew he was sinking. A man of strong will
power, scientific temperament fought the decease unto the last.

-Before few days of his final day, one day I got a phone
call from my friend that Shri Nathabhai Saheb was remem-
bering me. I rushed to hospital and paid my tribute. He looked
at me eye to eye. Smt. Chanchalben was at his bedside. I was
stunned and could not utter a word. Tears rolled out on my
cheecks and I sighed. After few hours staying with him, I came
home sobbing. Day in and day out, time passed and time was
over. He died on 07.11.1971. Alas! We lost a soul of century.
Thousand and thousands students sobbed on the news of his
demise all over.

Before us is the most important decade of the opening
of the 215V century in the history of the civilization. It is a
period of stunning technological innovations, unprecedented
economic opportunities, suprising political reforms and great
cultural / social rebirth. To face such megatrends, new
generation must be prepared intellectually in the period of
global changes. Shri Nathabhai Saheb must have dreamt on
such trends. His life was a Triumph as he built up successfully
‘Scientific Sarva Vidyalaya’ to great height and ‘Tragic Event’
for the promising Students who lost him at the time of building
a megatrend Vision for New Horizn. aaa
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Secondary Teacher's Certificate.

This is to Certify that
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(a) Theory of Teaching,
{b) Practical skill in teaching and class
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and has been placed in class 7 .
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